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ILLINOIS PUBLIC HEALTH ASSOCIATION
RESOLUTION NO. 2
2021
Support for Housing Security by Extending the Illinois Eviction Moratorium

WHEREAS, homelessness exposes individuals to environmental health hazards without
vital protection from extreme weather, pollution, and environmental toxins. Residents
living near high sources of pollution such as high-traffic roadways, industrial sites, or
without access to controlled-temperature spaces are associated with poor health
outcomes.123456
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WHEREAS, people experiencing homelessness are at an increased risk for severe illness
from COVID-19.7
WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reports that public
health authorities should act quickly to mitigate any increase in evictions related to the
moratorium, increasing the probability of new spikes in COVID-19 its variant’s
transmission.8
WHEREAS, the federal HOME Investment Partnerships Program budget, an essential
and adaptable subsidy for affordable housing, rent, and homeownership for low-income
populations, dropped 62% between 2005 and 2015.9
WHEREAS, low incoming housing resources provided by the federal government help
only about 25% of eligible households.10
WHEREAS, nationwide, there are only 35 affordable house units available for every 100
extremely low-income Americans.10
WHEREAS, severely cost-burden households in the bottom expenditure quartile spent
70% less on healthcare and 40% less on food than those that could afford housing.9
WHEREAS, homelessness and health risks are magnified by COVID19 compared to the
general population, as homeless individuals are 2x more likely to be hospitalized, 2-4x
more likely to require critical care, and 2-3x more likely to die.11
WHEREAS, 17 of every 10,000 people experienced homelessness on a single night in
2018, 20% reported having a severe mental illness, and 15.6% reported chronic substance
abuse.1210
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Illinois Public Health Association (IPHA),
as a public leader in Illinois, will:
1. Support public health policy that extends the eviction moratorium to preserve
housing security, preventable health conditions, the spread of COVID-19, and
mental health.
2. Encourages state leaders, stakeholders, and policymakers to repeal the Rent
Control Preemption Act to provide long-term stability for renters, families,
communities while reducing gentrification.
3. Urge state legislators to address immediate housing by provisioning rapid rehousing & permanent housing interventions and transitional housing programs.
4. Call for health plans to integrate behavioral and mental health services with
physical care by investing in community-based programs and organizations
focusing on mental and behavioral health care delivery.

