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Library-public health partnerships aren’t new, 
but much of the potential of remains untapped.
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Public Libraries: A Community-Level Resource to 
Advance Population Health

“Libraries’ extensive population reach, their access to diverse 
sectors of the U.S. population, the public trust they command, 
and their diverse geographic coverage favorably position them as 
part of a multi-sectoral strategy to advance population health. 
There are unrealized opportunities for public health researchers, 
healthcare workers, and policy makers to leverage this potential 
as part of a coordinated effort to mitigate place-based health 
disparities.”

(Philbin et al., 2019)
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Partnership Examples



• The Athens County Public Libraries in 
southeast Ohio partnered with the Athens 
City-County Health Department on a blood 
pressure monitoring program for people 
diagnosed with prediabetes or uncontrolled 
hypertension. 

• Community Health Workers assisted 
individuals with measuring their BP and 
answered any health-related questions.



• The partnership also supported a  
includes a program called “What the 
Health is Going on Here?”, in which 
Community Health Workers held drop-
in sessions to talk about health. 



• Partnered to incorporate health programming into the library’s 
offerings

• Library participated in the health department’s community 
health assessment process

• Library staff trained to take phone calls and set COVID vaccine 
appointments



• Library services expanded to provide Zumba class and 
new partnerships 

• Farmer's market for food program

• Hospital for nutrition and health education classes

• Legal Aid for help with Medicare and Healthcare 
Marketplace open enrollment periods

• Local dentist who guest-hosted a story time to promote 
good dental hygiene to children and gave away 
toothbrushes and toothpaste



Public Libraries and Violence Prevention

• Free gun locks distributed at public libraries in 
Anne Arundel County Maryland

• More than 2,300 gun locks distributed from 
April to September 2023, including to parents 
seeking to secure their firearms from their 
kids and one grandparent whose grandchild 
took the grandparent’s gun to school



Virtual Supermarket Program

• Online grocery ordering and delivery to bring food to neighborhoods 
with low vehicle ownership and inadequate access to healthy foods

• Residents order groceries at their local library senior/disabled 
housing or from a designated site

• 1st program in US to accept food stamps for online grocery shopping 
and delivery

• Staff and Neighbor Food Advocates teach residents online grocery 
shopping and community organizing skills to encourage ownership of 
their local food environments as well as healthy eating

• Neighborhood Food Advocates are trained community members whose 
mission is to generate community-driven approaches to increase food 
access.



Do you know about the resources available from the 
Network of the National Library of Medicine? 



Network of the National Library of Medicine

• The mission of the Network of the National Library of Medicine is to advance the 
progress of medicine and improve the public health by providing all U.S. health 
professionals with equal access to biomedical information and improving the 
public's access to information to enable them to make informed decisions about 
their health. 

• The Program is coordinated by the National Library of Medicine and carried out 
through a nationwide network of health science libraries and information centers.



Network of the National Library of Medicine

INITIATIVES

• Confronting Health Misinformation 

• Bridging the Digital Divide 

• Environmental Determinants of Health

• Citizen Science and Crowdsourcing

• Data Science

• Student Engagement

• Substance Use Disorders



Network of the National Library of Medicine

• NNLM offers a variety of online, on-demand and in-person training 
opportunities to support professional development and continuing 
education for librarians, educators, and health professionals. 



Consumer Health Information Specialization

• Trains library staff to become confident, expert providers of health 
information to the community

• Training offered by the Medical Library Association

• 12 hours of continuing education over 5 Competencies for Level 1 
• Know the Community
• Know the Health Consumer
• Knowledge of Subject Matter and Existing Resources
• Health Information Evaluation
• Communication and Instruction



Consumer Health Information Specialization

• 12 hours of continuing education over 3 Competencies for Level 2 

• Literacy and Health Literacy

• Technology and Health

• Ethical and Legal Issues



https://www.nnlm.gov



NNLM Reading Club



The Diverse Voices in Health & Medicine 
Collections

• Adult Collection 

• Children's Collection 

• Young Adult Collection 

• Zines Collection 
• For adults
• Independently published works often created for niche communities

• Graphic Medicine Collection
• Refers to the potential therapeutic effects of comics and includes illness 

memoirs, educational comics, academic papers and books, gag strips about 
healthcare, as well as fictional and non-fictional practices and source 
material.



A practical example using a newly released novel

• A heartwarming story of a 
Southern family and all its many 
complexities

• Multigenerational - 30s, 50s, 70s

• Features 
• Themes around mental health, heart 

health, and the connection between 
them

• Lifestyle medicine/plant-based food 
options



A practical example using a newly released novel

• Programming Ideas

• Health-focused highlight in a traditional 
book club 

• Health-focused book club selection

• Pair with a cooking demonstration

• Heart Month or Mental Health Month 
activities

• Potential speakers: 

• Author

• Local mental health professionals

• Staff from local mental health 
organizations
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